Pediatric stroke: the child is not merely a small adult.
Arterial ischemic stroke and sinovenous thrombosis are a significant yet under-recognized causes of mortality and morbidity in the pediatric population. With increasingly complex etiologies yet urgency for rapid diagnosis and treatment, pediatric stroke teams likely will become the standard of care. A common terminology must be developed to avoid confusing types of acute cerebral insults--such as focal arterial ischemic stroke and global hypoxia and ischemia--that have different causes and pathophysiologic mechanisms of injury. Increased awareness of unique pediatric stroke subtypes, their clinical presentation, and their imaging findings will facilitate early identification and development of optimal treatment strategies.